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1. SHELBY & TRUVY

TRUVY:  Did you bring me the picture of that 
hairdo like I asked?
SHELBY: Here you go. Study it carefully. Here’s 
the baby’s breath. 
TRUVY: This is so exciting. I feel like I am present 
at the creation. There is something so wondrous. 
about how a bride looks. I feel it is beauty in its 
purest form. Where are you going to put this stuff? 
There’s no baby’s breath in this picture. 
SHELBY: You just stick it in. It’s meant to frame 
my face. Baby’s breath is part of my whole 
decoration concept for a total romantic look.

TRUVY: What’s Jackson like?
SHELBY: He’s pretty swell. I thought he was a 
pest at first, but then he kind of grew on me. And I 
love him now.
TRUVY: Where’d you meet him?
SHELBY: At a party at the Petroleum Club in 
Shreveport.  I had no ida who he was, but I was 
getting a big kick out of watching him on the dance 
floor.  It was painfully obvious he had never taken 
the time to dance in front of a mirror. There was 
something so attractive about how stupid he 
looked.
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2. SHELBY, TRUVY, ANNELLE & CLAIREE

SHELBY:  You are so brave.
TRUVY:  You must be made of courage.
ANNELLE:  I’m totally alone.  Checks are bouncing 
everywhere.  Everything is going wrong.  I keep 
asking myself…why me?
SHELBY:  We are awful.  We are all hateful, awful 
people.  Here all we’ve been talking about is 
weddings and psychotic animals.  We’ve been 
tearing you up inside, haven’t we?  I can’t tell you 
how sorry I am.  And you’ve had such a terrible time.  
Sometimes we don’t know how lucky we are.
CLAIREE:  What can we do to help?
SHELBY:  I know one thing I can do.  Tonight, you 
are going to drop by my house and have some 
bleeding armadillo groom’s cake.  It’s going to be a 
great party.
ANNELLE:  Oh, I couldn’t.  I still get real emotional 
sometimes…
SHELBY:  I can’t stand the thought of someone 
being unhappy or alone tonight.  And if you feel 
yourself start getting sad, just watch my husband 
dance.  It’s very funny.
ANNELLE:  You’re all so nice.
TRUVY:  We enjoy being nice to each other.  There ’s 
not much else to do in this town.
ANNELLE:  But I don’t have anything to wear.
SHELBY:  No problem.  I’ll bet I have something that
’ll do.  I’ll call the house.
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3.  SHELBY, CLAIREE & ANNELLE

SHELBY: You sound awful, Miss Clairee!
CLAIREE: Hello, darling!
SHELBY: Can I get you some tea?
CLAIREE: Yes, that would be nice. I’m sorry I’m 
late. I overslept. We didn’t get back to town until 
one o’clock. It was a dazzling victory over Dry 
Prong.
ANNELLE: I heard you on the radio last night. You 
were wonderful.
SHELBY: What were you doing on the radio?
CLAIREE: They let me be the color announcer for 
the Devils. I was fabulous. I was too colorful for 
words.
SHELBY: That was nice of them to let you talk on 
the radio.
CLAIREE: Nice nothing. I own the radio station.
SHELBY: Oh! You bought it?
CLAIREE: Yes! KPPD. The station of choice in 
Chinquapin Parish!

SHELBY: Who’s Miss Merry Christmas this year?
CLAIREE: My niece, Nancy Beth, of course.
SHELBY: Why didI have to ask? I should have 
known. All you Marmillions are gorgeous. Beauty is 
genetic in your family.
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4.  OUISER & SHELBY

OUISER:  I brought you all some tomatoes.  First 
of the season.  I didn’t expect to see you in town, 
Shelby. 
SHELBY:  Well, I’m here.
OUISER:  Take some tomatoes back home with 
you.  There’s plenty.
SHELBY:  Thank you, Miss Ouiser.  Jack Jr. loves 
tomatoes…he smears them on the cafe curtains in 
the kitchen.
TRUVY:  Your mama says you have become an 
incredible gourmet cook.
SHELBY:  I try.  When we first married, all Jackson 
wanted was meat and potatoes and vegetables 
just the way his mama made them…cooked to 
mush.  But, I’ve broken him of that.  I even got 
some pate` down him last week.  He swore it was 
dog food.  Jack Jr. loved it, though.
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5.  SHELBY & M’LYNN

SHELBY:  Mama…Listen.  I have it all planned.  And this 
time next year, I’m going to be bringing your big healthy 
grand baby to the Christmas festival. No one is going to 
be hurt or disappointed, or even inconvenienced.
M’LYNN:  Least of all Jackson, I’m sure.
SHELBY:  You are jealous because you no longer have 
any say-so in what I do.  And that drives you up the wall.  
You’re ready to spit nails because you can’t call the shots.
M’LYNN:  I did not raise my daughter to talk to me this 
way.
SHELBY:  Yes you did.  Whenever any of us asked you 
what you wanted us to be when we grew up, what did you 
say?

M’LYNN:  Shelby,  I am not in the mood for games.
SHELBY:  What did you say?  Just tell me what you said.  
Answer me.
M’LYNN:  I said all I wanted was for you to be happy.
SHELBY:  OK.  The thing that would make me happy is to 
have a baby.  If I could adopt one, I would, but I can’t.  I’m 
going to have a baby.  I wish you would be happy, too.
M’LYNN:  I wish I…I don’t know what I wish.
SHELBY:  Mama.  I don’t know why you have to make 
everything so difficult.  I look at having this baby as the 
opportunity of a lifetime.  Sure, there may be some risk 
involved.  That’s true for anybody.  But you get through it 
and life goes on.  And when it’s all said and done, there’ll 
be a little piece of immortality with Jackson’s looks and my 
sense of style…I hope.  
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